The Transformative Power of Dialogue

Festschrift for Barnett Pearce
Fess Parker Doubletree Hotel

Santa Barbara, California

January 13-14, 2011
Register by December 1, 2010
We are pleased to announce a gathering in honor of Barnett Pearce and the impact of his work on the field of communication, particularly our understanding of the ways in which we make social worlds.  During his long and still emerging career, Barnett’s voice in communication theory and practice has been and continues to be important.  In the 1970s, Barnett and his colleagues introduced the theory of the coordinated management of meaning (CMM) to the field and in 1980 published the landmark treatise Communication, Action, and Meaning with his co-theorist and co-author Vernon Cronen.  As Barnett and his colleagues continuously refined and expanded CMM over the decades, increasing generations of new scholars and practitioners have been introduced to this work at various points in its development, and each refinement has impacted their work in diverse ways.  

In all of his work, Barnett shows the intimate connection between theory and practice, and he has taught all of us how theory grows from practice and how practice develops from theory.  These lessons are especially apparent in Barnett’s study of systemic family therapy, conflict processes, and dialogue.

Barnett has influenced the lives and work of numerous students in his long teaching career.  Not only has he taught students ways of thinking and acting, but he has learned from them as well.  CMM, as well as the ideas it has spawned, is a living tradition precisely because Barnett’s work is practice-based and his style has always been collaborative.  His students and colleagues can say that they are part of this long line of work.

To honor Barnett, we are inviting you to attend a two-day meeting in Santa Barbara, California at the Fess Parker Doubletree Hotel on January 13 and 14, 2011.  Invited speakers will address central themes emerging from Barnett’s work (see attached tentative schedule).  Our hope is that all who attend will engage in lively dialogue around these themes.  We have designed an open structure that will allow for fruitful and engaging conversation by all and we hope you will join us and be part of the ongoing dialogue.

There is no fee for attending this gathering.  We do ask that you register by December 1, 2010 so we know how many people plan to attend.  Please register by emailing Sheila McNamee at Sheila.mcnamee@unh.edu
Organizing Committee:  Sheila McNamee, John Lannamann, Stan Deetz, Stephen Littlejohn, Frank Barrett

Tentative Schedule

Thursday, January 13

9:30-9:45
Introductions and opening comments



(Sheila McNamee and Frank Barrett)

9:45-10:45
Taking the communication perspective



Provocateur:  Kim Pearce and Robyn Penman (in absentia)


Respondents:  John Chetros-Szivos and Sheila McNamee



Open Discussion

10:45-11:15
Break

11:15-12:15
Communication as a two-sided process of 



making/managing meanings and coordinating actions

Provocateurs:  Stan Deetz and Kevin Barge

Respondents:  Frank Barrett and John Shotter

Open Discussion

12:15-1:30
Lunch

1:30-2:30
Enmeshment in multiple social systems, each with its



own logic of meaning and action, as the human condition

Provocateur:  Chris Oliver

Respondents:  Vernon Cronen and John Stewart

Open Discussion

2:30-3:00
Break

3:00-4:00
The concept of "forms of communication”



Provocateur:  Marvin Brown



Respondents:  Arthur Jensen and John Parrish-Sprowl



Open Discussion

4:00-4:30
Rapporteur/Reflections:  Barnett Pearce and others
Friday, January 14

9:30-10:30
Making better social worlds



Provocateurs:  Victoria Chen and Jack Lannamann



Respondents:   Eduardo Villar and Kim Pearce



Open Discussion

10:30-11:00
Break

11:00-12:00
Moral conflict:  conflict resolution, mediation, and social 



justice

Provocateur:  Stephen Littlejohn

Respondent:  Em Griffin and Linda Putnam

Open Dialogue

12:00-1:30
Lunch

1:30-3:30
Concurrent sessions:  Applying CMM to the big issues of our



time.  Self organizing working groups will work to develop new 



possibilities for using CMM to make more livable social worlds. 



Possible working groups might explore:

1) developing/extending the concepts

2) integrating the concepts with other literatures

3) applications of the concepts to real world issues such as 

     disparities in wealth, education, healthcare, etc.

Friday’s concurrent sessions also include:  “Wicked Complex Issues in Public 
Dialogue and Deliberation” (Rogers, Perez Ferguson, Fiero), and, “Postmodern Discourse Analysis in Organizations: Exploring Organizational Fragmentation/Ambiguity, Irony/Paradox/Contradiction, and Texts” (Snowden).

3:30-4:00
Reports from working groups and reflections on the future

4:00-4:30
Rapporteur/Reflections:  Barnett Pearce and others
